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Rainy day compresses 
Grand Prix schedule 


By GARY LONG 

Herald Sports Writer- 

Racers, resilient, always can 
find the silver lining. It’s this: Bet¬ 
ter Saturday than race day. 

A swift-moving cold front bear¬ 
ing flag-snapping winds gusting to 
25 miles per hour and a brief but 
torrential downpour put a 
damper on Marlboro Grand Prtx 
of Miami activities at Metro- 
Dade Homestead Motorsports 
Complex Saturday afternoon. 

But the forecast today is for 
speed and daring... and no ram. 

Al Unser Jr., two-timd winner 
of both the CART IndyCar cham¬ 
pionship and the Indianapolis 
500. admitted after rain post¬ 
poned qualifying that it’s “a little 


bit of a bummer that we have to 
squeeze our qualifying and the 
race all into the same day. But 
we've done it before.” 

Raul Boesei. one of a quintet of 
Miami-based Brazilian series reg¬ 
ulars that includes Emerson Fitti- 
paidi and his nephew Christian, 
agreed that it would have been 
better to get qualifying over and 
concentrate on the 133-lap, 200- 
mtle race ahead. 

"But if the public will come 
early,” Boesei added, grinning, 
"they get two for the price of 
one.” 

In a revised and crammed 
schedule, the IndyCar drivers will 


PLEASE SEE GRANO PRIX, 120 


AT A GLANCE 


■ What: Marlboro Grand 
Prix of MiarnTpreseflted by 
Toyota, 1996 PPG IndyCar 
season-opener (200 miles. 
133 laps). 

■ When/where: 1:45 p.m. 
today, Metro-Dade Home¬ 
stead Motorsports Com¬ 
plex, a 1.527-mile oval. 

■ Qualifying: Rain post¬ 
poned Saturday’s session to 
10 a.m. today. 

■ Support races: Indy 
Lights will race at 11:45 a.m. 
Player's/Toyota Atlantic will 
race at 4 p.m. 

■ TV/radio: Live on chan¬ 
nels 10,25; WIOD (610 AM). 

■ Tickets: 1,800 to 2,000 
remain. Blue grandstand 
($70 top rows, 11-32) and 
yellow grandstand ($80 
lower rows, 1-10). Available 
at the front gate starting at 
7:30 a.m. 


Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/jfcn0004 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/jfcn0004 















GRAND PRIX, FROM ID 


INDYCAR PRACTICE REPORT 


Driver times for Saturday’s practice session at Homestead Motorsports Complex, 
Qualifying for the Mart boro Grand Prix of Miami was postponed until 10 a.m. today. 


Pos. 

Name (car no.) 

Car/engine 

Lap time 

Speed 

1. 

Paul Tracy (3) 

..."Penske-Mercedes 

522.21884209 

•T 194.877 

2. 

Jimmy Vasser(12) 

Reynard-Honda 

28.549 

192.552 

3. 

Michael Andretti (6) 

Lcia-Ford 

28.572 

192.395 

4 

Roddy Gordon (5) 

Reynard-Ford 

28.642 

191.925 

5. 

Greg Moore <89} 

Reynard-Merced *a 

28.929 

*3905.024 

6. 

Bryan Herta(28) 

Reynard-Mer cedes 

28.966 

189.783 

7. 

Parker Johnstone (49) 

fteynartf-Hond* 

28.985 

189.658 

8. 

Christian Fittipaldi (11) 

Lola-Ford 

29.000 

189.560 

9, 

Emerson Httipaldi (9} 

Penske-Mercedes 

29.051 

189.225 

10. 

Gil de Ferran(S) 

Reynard-Honda 

29.087 

188.994 

11. 

AtexZanardt{4) 

fttynsrd-Hcnda 

2*. 191 

. 188.316 

12. 

Al Unser Jr. (2) 

Penske-Mercedes 

28-211 

188.189 

13. 

Scott Pruett (20) 

Lola-Ford 

• 29221 

188-126 

14, 

Rauf 8oeset(1) 

■ Reynard-Ford 

29.223 

: '188.111 

15. 

Sobby Bahai (18} 

Reynard-Mercedee 

1 28,332 

187.412 

16. 

Mauncio Gugeimln(17) 

Reynard-Ford 

29.357 

187.251 

17. 

Andre R!befro(31) 

Lota-Hcnda 

; a8.438 ’ 

186.733 

18. 

Mark Blundell (21) 

Reynard-Ford 

29.639 

185.472 

19. 

Scott Goodyear (IS) 

Reynard-Ford 

29.648 

.185.414 

20. 

Carlos Guerrero (22) 

Lola-Ford 

29.658 

185.351 

21. 

Adrian Fernandez (32) 

Lda-Honda 

.. ., 23.734 

185.065 

22. 

Stefan Johansson (16) 

Reynard-Mercedes 

29.943 

183.590 

23. 

Roberto Moreno (34) 

. Lola-Ford ..,. 

30.588. 

... 179.718 

24. 

Jett Krosnoft (25) 

Reynard-Toyota 

30.630 

179.471 

25. 

Eddie Lawson (10) 

Lda-Mercedea ' 

30.685 

. 179.322 

26. 

Marco Greco (7) 

Lola-Ford 

30.869 

178.083 

27. 

Juan Manuei Fangio U (36) 

Eagfe-Toyofa 

■ "31.850 

173.690 

28. 

Htro Matsushita (19) 

Lola-Ford 

31.694 

173.448 


practice for 30 minutes beginning at 8 a.m., 
qualify starting at 10 a.m. and respond to 
the command "Gentlemen, start your 
engines" at 1:39 p.m. (Channels 10. 25). 

The Indy Lights 75-mile sprint will be 
pushed back from an original 11:15 a.m. 
stan to 11:45. and the Player’s/Toyota 
Atlantic race that was washed out Saturday 
will be run after the Miami Grand Pnx. w ith 
an estimated 4 p.m. starting time. 

Hoid-on-to-your-hat winds kepi flags at 
attention and cars skittering on the ragged 
edge throughout morning practices. Rain 
began spitting just before noon. Ominous 
dark clouds racing overhead dumped their 
contents for real at about 1 p.m. That's nght 
' when pole favorite Paul Tracy and challeng¬ 
ers were scheduled to begin single-car quali¬ 
fying with the fastest of two hot laps deter¬ 
mining starting positions. 

For Parker Johnstone, the shame is that 
the rain didn’t arrive sooner. 

Johnstone, the three-time IMSA Camel 
Lights sports car champion, had sights w't 
on a toD-five speed in preparations for qual¬ 
ifying. He knocked himseif-out m pursuit ot 
it.’ 

His Reynard-Honda ran over debris, pov 
■ sibly a lost gas cap. and blew a tire to trigger 
a brutal, backward blast into the wall exiling 
Turn 3 on the 1.527-mile oval. 

"They [track observers] had reported it 
the lap before." Johnstone said later. "They 
just hadn't put the yellow flag out yet. [The 
gas cap] went right dow n the nght side of the 
car into the nght rear tire." Computers 
showed him traveling almost 189 mpr. when 
fate stomped him. 

Johnstone, beginning his first full Indv- 
Car season, was unconscious when rescue 
workers reached him. He said he didn't 
remember the examination in the infield 
IndyCar Medical Center or the subsequent 
trip to South Miami/Homestead Hospital. 

But once he came around, recovery was 
quick. Asked by doctors if he were allergic to 
anything, the University of California engi¬ 
neering graduate cracked, “Not that I’m 
aware of. but apparently concrete," 

Steve Olvey, CARTs medical director, 
invoked the rule that prohibits a driver who 
is knocked unconscious from racing for 
seven days. Johnstone will not be in today's 
lineup. 

Tracy out in front 

As has become habit here, Tracy out¬ 
paced all rivals in the one morning practice 
session. Routinely he has been two to three 
miles per hour quicker than everyone else in 
his Penske-Mercedes, and he popped a 
194.877-mph lap on the tight, rectangular 
oval that will put an expected 27 drivers to 
the test today. 

Jimmy Vasser, Michaei Andretti and 


Robby Gordon fell into line second through 
fourth on speed charts, separated by less 
than one tenth of a second. Twenty-year-oid 
Greg Moore, the 1995 Indy Lights cham¬ 
pion. led the next cluster of a half-dozen 
drivers, all within sixteen hundredths of a 
second. 

The rain and altered track and weather 
conditions could shuffle the deck. “We've 
never raced here.” said Derrick Walker, 
owner of the Rcynard-Fords to be driven by 
Gordon and Scott Goodyear, "so we don’t 
know how- much the track conditions are 
going to change (after rain washes away tire 
rubber]. It's something we’ll all have to deal 
with." 

Under the heading of silver lining, Chris¬ 
tian Fittipaldi, runner-up to Jacques Ville- 
neuve in the 1995 Indianapolis 500, wel¬ 
comed the postponement. 

"My car wasn’t handling as good this 
morning," he said. He and his Newman- 
Haas crew decided to put teammate 
Michaei Andretti’s chassis setup on Fittipal¬ 
dis Lola. "I would have had to go out and 
qualify not having driven with that setup," 
he added. The 30-minute practice at 8 a.m. 


will give him a chance to get a feel for 
car. 

First rain delay sines *87 

Not since the 1987 race at Nazareth. . 
has weather forced qualifying on the me 
ing of an IndyCar race. In 1992 at Loua 
N.H.. rain canceled qualifying, and 
startinglineup was determined by prac 
times. The 1993 Nazareth race lineup ■ 
determined by points standings after r 
washed out qualifying there. 

The Miami Prix will be the sixth CA 
IndyCar event promoted by Ralph Saner 
He ran four at Tamiami Park from 1' 
through 1988 and the season-opening In 
Car event in his final promotion usin 
downtown Miami street circuit last year 

Unser Jr. and Andretti, second-gene 
tion stars who rank 1-2 in victories amt 
active drivers, also are the only two 
today’s fieid with South Florida victorier 
Indy cars. Unser won at Tamiami in If 
and 1988 and Andretti in 1987. . 

But Boesei won the 199! Grand Prix 
Miami in a Jaguar when the race featu: 
IMSA prototype sports cars. 
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Source: https://www.industrydocuments.ucsf.edu/docs/jfcn0004 






